BROOKHAVEN TOWN FIRE CHIEFS COUNCIL
BY - LAWS
PREAMBLE

This organization shall be known and designated by the title of “Fire Chiefs Council of
the Township of Brookhaven”. The members of the Chiefs Council do adopt the
following by-laws for the government of their council.

ARTICLE I – PURPOSE

The purpose of this council shall be to further the interests of Fire Chiefs of the Township
of Brookhaven and to further improvements in the fire service of the township as applied
to personnel and equipment.

ARTICLE II – OFFICERS

Section 1 :
The officers of the Council Shall consist of a President, First Vice President, Second Vice
President, Third Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer,
Sergeant at Arms and Chaplain. The President, First Vice President, Second Vice
President, Third Vice President and Sergeant at Arms shall be elected as described in
these by-laws. The Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and
Chaplain shall be appointed officers of the Council, appointed by vote of the elected
officers listed above.

Section 2:
There shall be an Executive Board of the Council which shall consist of the President,
First Vice President, Second Vice President, Third Vice President, Sergeant at Arms,
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. The immediate two Past
Presidents will also serve on the Executive Board.
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Section 3:
The Executive Board may request the attendance of any member of the Council who may
have valuable input relating to a particular matter before the Council, or the head of any
committee appointed by it.

ARTICLE III – DUTIES OF OFFICE

The President shall preside at all meetings of the council, shall preserve decorum and
decide questions of order, subject to the right of the members appeal. He shall appoint all
committees not provided for, be ex-officio member of all committees, shall sign all orders
upon the treasurer and be chairman of the executive committee.
The first Vice President shall perform the duties of the President during his absence and
upon his death or resignation shall assume all duties of the office, he shall assist the
president as directed. The second and third vice president will assume the duties of the
office in the progression of the officers.
The Recording Secretary shall perform all duties to such office, keeping a record of all
meetings of the council and the executive committee, and the Corresponding Secretary
shall attend to all correspondence of the council, as may be directed by the membership
or the executive committee. The treasurer shall receive, account for and disburse all
monies of the council. He shall pay out monies only on the authorization of the council,
or upon written order of the president in the amount not to exceed $250, and present a
report thereof at each regular council meeting. The sergeant at arms shall preserve order
at meetings at the direction of the president, and shall assist the executive board in any
way required.

ARTICLE IV – ELECTION AND REPLACEMENT

Section 1
The officers of this council shall be elected by ballot at the annual meeting to serve for
one year, or until their successors have been elected and installed.

Section 2
A majority vote of the members present and voting shall elect a member to office.
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Section 3
Any active member of the council shall be eligible to hold any elective office within the
council; however any member wishing to run for any office must have attended at least a
majority of the regular council meetings in the twelve (12) months prior to nomination.
For a member to run for any of the Vice-President positions or the position of President
of the council, except for a Past President, in addition to the required attendance at
regular meetings the member must also have attended a majority of the regularly
scheduled meetings of the Executive Board for the twelve (12) months prior to
nomination.
The president shall appoint a Nominating Committee consisting of three (3) members in
good standing. The Nominating Committee shall be responsible for the examination of
the attendance records of the council and the preparation of a list of members eligible for
office, such list to be available at the regular meeting when nominations are made. The
committee shall also present its recommended “slate” of officers.

Section 4
In the event that any office of this council becomes vacated, it shall be filled at the next
regular meeting by a vote of the council members.

Section 5
In the event that any officer shall fail to perform the duties of his office, the executive
committee shall declare the office vacant.

Section 6
Any active member has the right to make nominations.

ARTICLE V

Section 1
Any Chief, Deputy Chief, Battalion Chief or Assistant Chief of a fire department serving
any community in the township of Brookhaven and actively engaged in such, shall be
eligible for membership of this council.
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Section 2
Any Ex-Chief of a fire department serving a community in the township of Brookhaven
and actively engaged as such shall be eligible for membership in the council provided he
is placed on a roster of names of the members who are paid for by their respective
department.

Section 3
Any Ex-Chief or Assistant Chief has the right to remain in office as long as he remains an
active fireman in the township of Brookhaven.

Section 4
Any member who fails to comply with these by-laws shall be dropped as a member of the
council at the end of the calendar year. Such members shall be notified by certified mail.
A member may challenge this action and request a hearing before the executive board.
The findings of the executive board shall be final.

ARTICLE VI

Section 1
The annual dues of the council shall be $200.00 per year for each department represented
in the council. The dues shall be split into two accounts, $100.00 for general spending
and $100.00 for the annual scholarship. This fee is payable at the annual meeting.

Section 2
Whenever the dues for any department or member shall be one year in arrears, the
representative of such department or individual member shall loose their status as
members, but may be reinstated upon payment of all back and current dues.

ARTICLE VII

Section 1
The annual meeting of the council shall be held on the third Friday of January each year.
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Section 2
Regular meetings of the council shall be held on the third Friday of each month in
alphabetical rotation of member departments as long as the council sees fit.

Section 3
Special meetings may be called by the president or by written request of five (5) member
departments in good standing.

Section 4
Representation of ten (10) fire departments in this council shall constitute a quorum.

Section 5
Any member may offer a motion and take part in meetings. When doing so, let him make
himself known as to his name and department he represents.

Section 6 ORDER OF BUSINESS
Salute to the Flag
Moment of silence for departed members
Welcome by hosting Chief
Response from Council
Approval of minutes as mailed
Treasurer’s Report
Program
Bills and Communications
Committee Reports
Delegate Reports
Unfinished Business
New Business
Good & Welfare
Roll Call
Dark Horse
Location of next meeting
Adjournment
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ARTICLE VIII – VOTING
Voting on council business in the form of a motion duly made and seconded shall be
divided into two categories. Voting on a motion involving firematic matters, policies and
similar items that may effect the operations of any member department or mutual aid
operations, including but not limited to emergency response, training, communications,
fund raising shall be considered as category one. All members can vote that are within
good standing with the council.
Category two will be voting on other matters coming before the council, including but
not limited to paying bills, sending letters to government agencies, voting on council
officers and delegates or representatives to other agencies, commissions, councils and
associations and appointing committee members within the council shall be by any
member of the council present and in good standing as defined in Articles V & VI.
Should there be no in-office Chief or Assistant Chief present at the meeting, an Ex-Chief
(one per department) may cast a vote on such matters.
Voting on other matters coming before the council, including but not limited to paying
bills, sending letters to government agencies, voting on council officers and delegates or
representatives to other agencies, commissions, councils, and associations and appointing
committee members within the council shall be by any member of the council present and
in good standing as defined in Article V & VI.
Should a question arise as to which category is appropriate, the decision of the senior
council officer acting as chairperson of the meeting shall govern.

Section 2
In the event of a tie vote, the deciding vote shall be cast by the executive committee.

ARTICLE IX – AMENDMENTS
This constitution and by-laws may be amended at any meeting of the council by a twothirds majority vote of members present and voting. Provided that the proposed
amendment has had two consecutive readings before the voting takes place.
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ARTICLE X – LIFE MEMBERS

Section 1
Any member who has served the Brookhaven Town Chief’s Council for a one term
period as its president shall be awarded life membership in the council.

Section 2
A member of this council, upon being sworn in as Chief of his department, shall after a
period of ten years in good standing in the council, be awarded life membership. Such
life member shall be awarded a card stating same.

Section 3
After fifteen years of being a member, dues will not have to be paid. Life membership
entitles one all rights and privileges of the council except the voting rights of the Chief of
department.
Good standing shall mean current dues in the council are paid.

ARTICLE XI – COORDINATORS
• All new candidates will present the Executive Board a letter of intent with all required
qualifications. A letter of recommendation from his Department Chief is also required.
• Must have attended (4) Chiefs Council Meetings within the previous year.
• Must attend (4) Chiefs Council Meeting per year as a coordinator.
• Must maintain a (medium) of all coordinator meetings within the town & county. The
Lead Coordinator will monitor this.
• Must be available day & night.
• Cannot respond as a coordinator in your home department.
• Upon arrival at the scene, you must report to the Command Post. If a coordinator is
already on scene, report to Primary as his back-up.
• Your job is to assist the Chief in charge. You are not to go thru any scene of any kind at
any time.
• You are to respond alone, as there may be times that you are with acquaintances, they
must stay away from the scene as all times.
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• When a coordinators position is available, it will opened to the (2) nearest quadrants
where that quadrant is open. The Lead Coordinator will work on movement of
Departments as they occur.
Suffolk County Fire Coordinators Manual the following will also be in effect.
• Must be an Ex-Chief or Chief that has served as least (1) full term as Chief of the
Department.
• Must be an active member of a fire department within his division.
• Must be medically qualified to perform fire duty.
• Must possess a valid, unrestricted NYS drivers license.
• Must possess a NIMS/ICS 300 certificate and it’s prerequisites from a recognized
training agency.

ARTICLE XII – WORD USAGE
Where the words “he”, “his” or “himself” shall appear, the meaning shall be construed as
also reading “her”, “hers” or “herself”.
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